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Cape Town Green Map launches print version

A printed version of the Cape Town Green Map has just been launched to complement the existing online resource.

The Cape Town Green Map is a project of Host City Cape Town Green Goal 2010, the environmental programme for the 2010 Soccer World Cup™. As such it is aimed at raising environmental awareness and providing valuable 'green' information as part of the Green Goal programme's green building and sustainable lifestyles target area.

Cape Town Green Map gives a fresh view of the Mother City's environment, reminding visitors and residents to enjoy and use  their environment in a sustainable way. It is a resource of ways in which to live, work and play in order to reduce our impact on the fragile ecosystems within the city.
The printed version of the Cape Town Green Map will be available free of charge at all Cape Town Tourism Visitor Information Centres. Cape Town Tourism is a contributing sponsor of the Cape Town Green Map and is committed to implementing the Host City Cape Town Green Goal 2010 programme.

The launch of the user-friendly print version of the Cape Town Green Map is a natural progression from the online resource www.capetowngreenmap.co.za, which celebrated a carbon neutral launch on World Environment Day, 5 June 2009, in conjunction with the launch of www.opengreenmap.org.
Whilst the website provides a dynamic and interactive way to engage with 'green Cape Town', the print map is a handy snapshot for easy reference. The user-friendly print map, aimed at both residents of Cape Town and visitors to the city, will help you find visitable sites of interest, whether it's a nature reserve, local organic market, green accommodation, where to eat organic, or which recycling drop-off site is closest to you.

Philip Todres, of A&C Maps, who produce a number of printed maps for Cape Town, says: “The printed version of the Cape Town Green Map is a handy guide that makes greener choices more accessible and meaningful. It is a snapshot in time that provides visitable and useful green sites to see. All of the sites on the map have been handpicked from a far greater availability on the online version of the map – not an easy task.”

There are now more than 250 listings  on the online version of the Cape Town Green Map. The site continues to grow dynamically as users submit suggestions.  

The most important criterion, of the set of criteria used by the team when making their selection for the print version of the map from the green listings already on the website, was the 'visitablity' of the sites. 

Arne Purves, project manager from the City of Cape Town’s Environmental Resource Management Department, says: “Our main focus has been to provide places to visit as an integral overview of green Cape Town. The print map highlights the great green outdoors, parks and gardens, blue-flag beaches, green shops, responsible tourism accommodation etc.”

The print map is divided into easy-to-use sections that feature: 'good food'- where to eat organic, 'local and organic markets', 'responsible tours', a section called 'visit', which highlights places, projects and villages that are environmentally responsible, a section called 'shopping', which is a list of stores that focus on eco/organic products, and a number of information boxes that highlight great green reads, online resources, recycling collection services etc.

As Glen Adams from urban sprout, the third partner involved in the team behind the Cape Town Green Map, says: “The map is chock-a-block with green listings. We won't have included everyone. It's almost impossible to make that claim as the market is now so big, and growing at such a continuously rapid rate – which is fantastic!”

The print map, like the Cape Town Green Map website, also makes use of a series of award-winning icons designed by the Green map system.  These award-winning icons are the world's only universal symbol set for maps, not only creating a world-wide community of green maps, but also making each green map easy to explore regardless of the language and culture of the viewer.

Green Map System has been charting a sustainable future since 1995 and recently launched an exciting participatory mapmaking website, www.opengreenmap.org There are over 90 maps already on view on a website that connects the booming 'go local', green development and ecotourism movements.

The map is printed on SAPPI Triple Green paper, an environmentally-friendly paper stock made from chlorine-free sugar cane fibre, to support sustainable afforestation in South Africa and kindly sponsored by SAPPI. The printers use only vegetable based inks and presses rated amongst the most energy efficient in the world.

You can also download a pdf version on www.capetowngreenmap.co.za and www.urbansprout.co.za 

PLEASE VISIT www.capetowngreenmap.co.za

Note to editors:

Cape Town Green Map was initiated as a project by the Host City Cape Town's Green Goal 2010 Action Plan, the environmental programme for the 2010 Soccer World Cup™. It is a legacy project that will continue post 2010 as an invaluable source of information for visitors, residents and the commercial sector. The map encourages people to live more sustainably and to make 'greener' lifestyle choices. All sites are listed for free and the printed map listings are selected from www.capetowngreenmap.co.za 

Cape Town Green Map joins over 600 communities in 60 countries on www.greenmap.org . One of the goals of the project is to produce the most informative and visually pleasing Green Map to date! 

The team behind the creation of both the online and printed map are the City of Cape Town Environmental Resource Management Department, urban sprout (www.urbansprout.co.za) and A&C maps. For more about the team see http://www.capetowngreenmap.co.za/the-team 

For more information about the award-winning icons - http://www.capetowngreenmap.co.za/icons-criteria 

For more information about Cape Town Green Map - http://www.capetowngreenmap.co.za/about 

To suggest further sites for inclusion on the map - http://www.capetowngreenmap.co.za/suggest-a-site 

To sign up for the newsletter or to become a map maker - http://www.capetowngreenmap.co.za/user/register 
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