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Founder of Global ‘Green Map’ Sustainability Movement Visits China

With the theme “Think Global, Map Local!” Green Map® System is a network of geographically and thematically diverse community-led sustainability mapping projects. Begun in New York in 1995, Green Map System has grown into a community media movement active in 400 cities, villages and neighborhoods in over 50 countries. 

14 of these locally-led projects are now active in China. For the first time, Wendy Brawer, founder and director of the Green Map movement, will travel to Beijing, Shanghai, Tongli and Taipei spotlighting this much-needed citizens environmental campaign with presentations, workshops and tours, all highlighting the importance of involving urban and rural Chinese people in achieving global sustainability. 

“I’m especially looking forward to the exchange sessions that will be held in each location, both to share the accomplishments and to spark new Green Mapmaking efforts in China,” notes Brawer. Public events from June 8-20 include a bicycling promotion event with Friends of Nature in Beijing (linked overview at http://greenmap.org/greenhouse/user/53) and workshops at Shanghai Tongli University involving several NGOs and other leaders involved in the sustainability of China. 

A list of Green Map’s Chinese partners and communities is below. To schedule an interview or join an event, Friends of Nature’s Hu Huizhe, China’s Green Map ‘Hub’ leader and a Director of the Beijing Cycling Green Map project will be traveling with Brawer and can be reached at 0086-13910072553 or huhuizhe@fon.org.cn. Brawer can be reached directly by email at web@greenmap.org. 

The trip will conclude with a convergence of diverse Asian Green Map ‘Hub’ leaders from Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand in Taipei. Hosted by Society of Wilderness and their prolific network of Taiwan Green Map projects, both public and private educational and capacity building events are planned. To schedule an interview with Brawer or these inspired, exemplary Asian Green Mapmakers, SOW’s Shu Fang Cheng can be reached at 886-0-9204-30620 or sfcheng0825@gmail.com. A linked overview is at (http://greenmap.org/greenhouse/resources/story_intro/taiwan03). 

While in Asia, Brawer will also meet with Delta Electronics, the first company in the world to bring Green Mapmaking to all its corporate facilities (as seen at http://greenmap.org/greenhouse/participate/csr), and with planners from Shanghai EXPO 2010, who are interested in learning more about Japan’s EXPO 2005 successful Green Map community participation project (introduced at http://greenmap.org/greenhouse/resources/story_intro/aichi05). Special thanks to Delta Electronics, The Body Shop Foundation, The City of Taipei, Shanghai Tongli University and all the project partners for making this possible. 

Worldwide, as seen at GreenMap.org, local project leaders have published over 300 print and interactive Green Maps to date. They have also raised public awareness and sparked meaningful action with workshops, exhibits, tours, courses, websites, books, videos and more. 

Each project helps community members learn how to make protecting the environment part of their everyday life as they research, design and disseminate their own Green Maps. Completed maps broadly promote greener, healthier choices, address environmental injustices and encourage everyone to get involved with the sustainable living, natural, social and cultural resources in their home community. 

Brawer notes, “This journey is a great opportunity to introduce Asian Mapmakers to our recently re-launched website, GreenMap.org”. Responding to the need for greater public and press access to the goals, methods, and outcomes behind each map, Green Map System has created the “Greenhouse”, a dynamic resource and collaboration center for and about Green Mapmaking, now being populated with the authentic voice of each locally-led Green Map project.

GreenMap.org’s new resources include Welcome Pages in multiple languages, a calendar of Green Map events around the world, a News section with Press Kit, and a Tool Center where Green Mapmakers can find and share adaptable resources, refined through years of hands-on experience around the world. 

In China, Green Map projects and partners currently include: 
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Anlong Action Group





Beijing




Friends of Nature Beijing

Bengbu




Anhui Green

Guangzhou




Friends of Nature Guangzhou
Hengxian County



ActionAid China

Hong Kong




Green Map Hong Kong

LanZhou




Green Camel Bell

Mangrove Conservation Districts 
China Mangrove Conservation Network 
Nanjing




Green-Stone Environmental Action Network
Ningbo




Zhejiang Green Volunteer Association

Ningbo




Huanqing Society of Wanli College
Qinhuangdao



Bohai Sea Guard of Yanshan University
Tianjin




Love Without Borders   

Xia’men




GreenCross Association
Zhejiang Province



Green Environmental Volunteers Society
Upon her return on June 21st, Brawer and staff at the New York office (with Chinese, Japanese, Spanish and English speakers) can provide specific local contacts, details about future Green Map-related sustainability plans in Asia (and around the world) along with compelling visual images about the trip to help you write interesting stories about local leadership in the service of more sustainable communities.  

Contact the office directly at +1 212 674 1631 or info@greenmap.org, or reach the leaders of our Chinese Hubs as above. 
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